THE SPOOKY EDITION







Yes/No/Maybe/Can | be arsed? In Comic Sans. 1’ve
really given up, 2020.

I bought a Ouija board. It was off Amazon, so I wasn’t
expecting anything imbued with the pre-requisites

to contact the dead. It was advertised as being made
of wood. Well, its MDF with a veneer of paper with
the lettering, and a laminate over that, so it was wood
in a former life, but not in this one, but I ‘suppose it’s
in keeping. First produced by the Kennard Novelty
Company, it was sold as entertainment as well as a
mystical oracle. Arguably, Ker-plunk, Monopoly or
Hungry Hippos could be used a mystic device, but in
the genre of horror, four teenagers playing Hungry
Hippos to summon the dead just wouldn’t be scary, but
then again.




hen I was younger, I enjoyed books on
mesteries. Authors uncovering the unknown,

secrets forgotten through time. Books like
The Holy Blood and Holy Grail, The Sign and the Seal
and the Fingerprints of the Gods. They were fascinating,

but ultimately a load of bollocks, much like real life.

As we approach Halloween I thought it appropriate to
cover a subject I've always been interested in, and as
ghosts and spirits are more active at this time of year,
something for them to read as well, assuming they are
literate. Some of the older ghosts may not be.

Cemetery Road, Sheffield 2020.

We all end up here eventually, unless one is killed by

a serial killer and your remians are flushed down the
lavatory, which is argualbly a cheaper means of disposal
than a funeral.



Of course, Halloween is only one term for this time

of year, some know it as Samhain, the ancient Celtic
festival, usually appropriated by those on the internet
to declare their greater knowledge of the undead over
us plebs. All Saints is the Church’s take on the date, and
both were merged to form the modern Halloween, or
October 31st as those in the know, know it.

Once a festival to commemorate the summers end, the
date that separates the lighter and darker half of the
year, now a celebration of plastic skeletons and other
disposable crap to pollute the planet and speed the death
of us all. So probably fitting.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions I've been finding myself
spending more time in graveyards and cemeteries.

It seems the one place you can go to get away from
people, the living anyway. Even the goths seem to have
abandoned these places, so I've been gathering images
for this edition. William Mumler would have been proud
of my photoshop fakery, PT. Barnum less so. It’s all real,
honest.

We like the sanitised, cuddly horror, enough to spook us,
but we don’t like to confront the real horrors in life. It’s
too real, too distressing, out of our control. We can’t just
turn it off like a television. Fade to black, close your eyes,
tomorrow will be a new day, one where the horrors will
be forgotten. So this edition celebrates that crap horror,
time to take your mind away from the real world.






decided to nip in to the pub for a quick
pint. Only when leaving the premises did
I notice the name, The Ten Bells.

I was in London for a conference and

Named after the number of bells in the
Hawksmoor designed church next door,
Christ Church, Spitafields. It was once
known as the Eight Bells Alehouse, before an
extra set of bells were installed, bringing the
total up to ten. Then two more, before fire
struck and the number of bells were reduced
to eight once more. However, the brewery
were fed up commissioning sign-writers to
change the name every time the local priest
fancied a new set of bells, or decided to burn
the place down to claim on the insurance,
and so the name stuck.

It is believed that two of the canonical five,
of Jack the Ripper’s victims, Annie Chapman
and Mary Kelly, may have drunk at the pub...
increasing the spookiness of the venue a
thousand fold. It is not known if either drank
at the local Starbucks further down the road.

The Ten Bells, London 2018.



Grave marker, Sheffield, 2020.
The dead are remembered, then forgotten then re
imagined.

Shepherd’s Wheel, Sheffield, 2019.
Industry, lost, nostalgic, but also hideous.



Extra Life, Sheffield 2020.
I think we could all do with one, especially in 2020.

Grave stone, Sheffield, 2020.
A grave maker having lost it’s purpose now lies
horizontal as a paving stone.



Graffiti, NASA lies, Sheffield, 2020.

Graffiti can convey a message, or just scare the hell

out of you, or perpetuate conspiracy theories, this
piece does all three.







Peterborough Cathedral, Peterborough, 2017.
Most religious building are spooky at night, also trees.

Eye Witness Works, Sheffield, 2020.
Derelict buildings bear witness to change.



Gallows Knowe, Berwick, 2018.
Horrors of the past.

Sheffield Building Society, Sheffield, 2018.
Echoes of the past, ghosts of a previous age.
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St Anne’s, Limehouse, on a spooky night, there were bats too, London, 2016.




George Barnsley, Sheffield, 2019.

A discarded ledger, handwriting from
someone who has long left the building,

their last marks before change and time have
eroded their memory.
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God doesn’t live here any more, Sheffield, 2008.







Another Place, Crosby, 2007.

Antony Gormley’s another place. The watchers forever
staring out to see. Their blank eyes seeing nothing and
seeing everything.






St Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh, 2018.

Places of religious practice always have

the air of horror, supernatural forces gazing
down on you, whether it be a wrathful god
or the banshees that wail outside the walls.

It is our basis for good and evil, black and
white answers, and while science may be the
shade of grey in the middle, we still need the
extremes to make sense of the unknown.
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Please close the door at all times, vampyres like their sleep too, Sheffield, 2016.
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